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to the king how he had arrived in Mecca at nine
o'clock the night before, only to be informed when he
called at the guest-house, that he was too late for
dinner. He had replied that he would be content
with any food that was at hand, but officialdom only
repeated that the appointed hour for dinner had
passed, and he was forced to go empty away.
Ibn Saud sprang to his feet as if stung by a puff
adder on hearing these words, and ordered the super-
intendent and the assistant superintendent of the
guest house immediately to be brought before him.
When they arrived, he demanded to know why it
was that the man before him had not been given
food, and they replied, taking refuge in their regula-
tions, that the man had presented himself too late.
Ibn Saud demanded to be told why the man had
not been furnished with dates or other such food if
the cooked repast had been ended, and the officials
fell silent.
Quivering with rage, for these servants had
" blacked " his face in outraging the laws of hospi-
tality, Ibn Saud ordered them a beating, the first
instalment of which he administered with his own
cane. . In addition, he suspended them from their
duties for a fortnight, and only allowed them to
resume their duties on their promise that in future
no man should be refused food, no matter what hour
of the day or night he made his request. -
Ibd Saud brings the same simplicity into the
political sphere, where he remains the practical man
and without delusions, and one who bases his judg-
ment on a true understanding of the realities of life.